Grasses
Public Description
At Brookstone Outdoors, our "Grasses" category introduces the dynamic beauty and functionality of ornamental grasses to your landscape. These versatile perennials, known for their graceful blades, vibrant colors, and flowing movement, add texture, structure, and year-round interest to gardens, borders, and open spaces. Whether you're seeking a modern, minimalist look or a natural, prairie-inspired design, our grasses enhance your outdoor space with elegance and ease.

Why Choose Grasses:

Visual Appeal: Ornamental grasses offer a range of textures and colors, from the feathery plumes of pampas grass to the vibrant hues of blue fescue. Their movement in the breeze adds a lively, dynamic element to any landscape.

Year-Round Interest: Many grasses provide seasonal variety—lush green in spring and summer, fiery reds or golds in fall, and striking silhouettes or seed heads in winter, ensuring your garden remains captivating throughout the year.

Low Maintenance: Once established, most ornamental grasses are drought-tolerant, pest-resistant, and require minimal care, making them ideal for busy homeowners or sustainable landscapes.

Ecological Benefits: Grasses, especially native varieties, support local wildlife, stabilize soil to prevent erosion, and thrive with less water and fertilizer, promoting an eco-friendly garden.

Our Selection Process: We source our grasses from trusted growers, ensuring they are healthy, vigorous, and well-suited to your local climate, soil, and sunlight conditions. Our selection includes:

Tall Grasses: Varieties like miscanthus or switchgrass create natural screens, privacy barriers, or dramatic focal points.

Compact Grasses: Species such as carex or festuca are perfect for smaller spaces, borders, or rock gardens.

Native Grasses: We prioritize natives like little bluestem or prairie dropseed to enhance biodiversity and adapt seamlessly to your region.

Evergreen Grasses: Options like sedge provide consistent greenery, even in colder months.

Applications in Your Landscape:

Focal Points: Use tall grasses as striking centerpieces in garden beds or as accents in open lawns.

Borders and Edging: Low-growing grasses define pathways or soften hardscape edges with a natural, flowing look.

Mass Plantings: Create a meadow or prairie effect with mixed grasses for a low-maintenance, naturalistic landscape.

Mixed Gardens: Pair grasses with perennials, shrubs, or annuals to add texture and contrast, enhancing the depth and beauty of your design.

Care and Support: At Brookstone Outdoors, we ensure your grasses thrive with expert planting and care advice. We guide you on proper soil preparation, spacing, and watering to establish strong root systems. Most grasses require minimal upkeep, but we provide tips on seasonal trimming—cutting back in late winter or early spring for deciduous varieties—and dividing every few years to maintain vigor. For sustainable options, we recommend drought-tolerant or native grasses that flourish with little intervention.With Brookstone Outdoors, ornamental grasses transform your landscape into a vibrant, low-maintenance masterpiece. Whether you’re aiming to create a serene retreat, a bold statement, or an eco-conscious garden, our carefully curated grasses bring timeless beauty, movement, and resilience to your outdoor space, enhancing it for seasons to come.



Teammate Instructions

Team, here’s how we manage our "Grasses" category to ensure these ornamental perennials thrive and add dynamic beauty to our clients’ landscapes:
Selection:
· Site-Specific Choices: Select grasses based on the client’s site conditions—sunlight (full sun for most, partial shade for some like carex), soil type, drainage, and climate. Prioritize native or region-adapted varieties (e.g., little bluestem, switchgrass) for resilience and ecological benefits.
· Health Inspection: Before purchasing or planting, check grasses for healthy roots, dense foliage, and no signs of pests, disease, or stress. Avoid plants with sparse growth, yellowing blades, or weak root systems.
Handling and Transport:
· Careful Handling: Handle grasses gently to avoid damaging roots or breaking delicate blades. Keep root balls or containers moist and upright during transport.
· Storage: If planting is delayed, store grasses in a shaded, cool area, keeping roots moist but not waterlogged to prevent stress or rot.
Planting:
· Site Preparation: Clear the area of weeds, rocks, and debris. Amend soil with compost or organic matter for poor soils, ensuring good drainage, as most grasses dislike waterlogged conditions.
· Hole Size: Dig holes 1.5-2 times wider than the root ball but no deeper to encourage root spread. Loosen surrounding soil to aid establishment.
· Planting Depth: Plant at the same depth as in the nursery container, ensuring the crown (where blades meet roots) is at soil level to prevent rot.
· Spacing: Space according to mature size (e.g., 1-2 feet for compact grasses like blue fescue, 3-5 feet for taller varieties like miscanthus) to allow for spread and air circulation.
Post-Planting Care:
· Watering: Water thoroughly after planting to settle soil and eliminate air pockets. Keep soil consistently moist for the first 4-6 weeks to aid root establishment, then reduce watering as grasses become drought-tolerant.
· Mulching: Apply a 1-2 inch layer of organic mulch (e.g., bark, straw) to retain moisture, suppress weeds, and regulate soil temperature. Keep mulch away from the crown to avoid rot.
· Fertilization: Use a balanced, slow-release fertilizer sparingly at planting. Most grasses need minimal feeding; apply a light dose in spring if growth seems slow.
Maintenance:
· Pruning/Cutting Back: For deciduous grasses, cut back to 4-6 inches in late winter or early spring before new growth emerges. For evergreens, remove dead or damaged blades as needed to maintain tidiness.
· Dividing: Divide overgrown clumps every 3-5 years in early spring or fall to rejuvenate growth and prevent center die-out. Dig up, separate, and replant immediately.
· Pest and Disease Monitoring: Check for pests (e.g., aphids, grasshoppers) or diseases (e.g., rust, fungal spots). Use Integrated Pest Management (IPM), prioritizing cultural controls like improving air circulation or removing debris.
Special Considerations:
· Seasonal Interest: Understand each grass’s seasonal traits (e.g., fall color, winter seed heads) to inform clients about year-round appeal.
· Wind and Weather: Ensure taller grasses are staked or planted in sheltered areas if prone to strong winds, especially during establishment.
· Native Benefits: Highlight native grasses’ low maintenance, drought tolerance, and wildlife support when discussing with clients.
Client Education:
· Care Instructions: Provide clients with tailored care guides, emphasizing initial watering, annual pruning, and minimal fertilization needs.
· Expectations: Explain that grasses may take 1-2 seasons to fully establish but will offer long-term beauty with low upkeep. Share mature size and seasonal changes.
· Troubleshooting: Teach clients to recognize stress signs (e.g., browning from drought, yellowing from overwatering) and remedies like adjusting irrigation or checking drainage.
Documentation:
· Plant Records: Document species, varieties, quantities, planting locations, and dates for each project. Include care notes for maintenance or warranty purposes.
· Photos: Take before-and-after photos to showcase the installation and for client records.
Post-Installation:
· Inspection: Check grasses 1-2 weeks after planting for signs of stress (e.g., wilting, browning). Address issues with additional watering, shading, or replanting if needed.
· Client Walkthrough: Review the installation with the client, explaining care routines, seasonal expectations, and answering questions to ensure confidence in maintaining their grasses.
At Brookstone Outdoors, our goal is to install ornamental grasses that create dynamic, low-maintenance landscapes with lasting beauty. Every grass we plant should reflect our commitment to quality, sustainability, and client satisfaction. Let’s ensure precision and care in every step to deliver thriving, elegant grasses!



