Poly (Polyethylene) Pipe and Fittings
Public Description

At S&E Ward's Landscaping, we utilize "poly" — short for polyethylene — pipe and fittings as a cornerstone of our irrigation and water management solutions. Polyethylene is a type of plastic known for its durability, flexibility, and resistance to the harsh conditions of outdoor environments, making it an excellent choice for enhancing your landscape.
Why Choose Poly:
· Durability: Poly pipes resist chemical, corrosion, and impact damage, ensuring your irrigation system lasts for years with minimal maintenance.
· Flexibility: The flexible nature of poly allows it to navigate around obstacles in your garden or yard without the need for numerous fittings, simplifying installation and reducing potential leak points.
· Ease of Use: Being lightweight and easy to handle, poly pipes are quick to install. They can be connected using various methods like compression or barbed fittings for drip systems, providing a hassle-free experience.
· Longevity: When properly installed, especially underground, these pipes can serve your landscape for decades, offering a cost-effective solution over time.
Applications:
· Irrigation: Ideal for both drip and mainline irrigation, poly pipes ensure water reaches every part of your garden efficiently, whether it's for flower beds, vegetable gardens, or expansive lawns.
· Water Features: Their flexibility and durability make poly pipes perfect for creating and maintaining ponds, waterfalls, or any water feature where movement and reliability are key.
· Water Supply: Polyethylene pipes are also used in some water supply lines, thanks to their strength and ability to handle pressure, ensuring a steady, reliable water flow.
Our Selection:
· Low-Density Polyethylene (LDPE): Best for smaller diameter drip lines, offering maximum flexibility for intricate garden layouts.
· High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE): Provides higher strength for main lines or systems that need to withstand greater pressure.
At S&E Ward's Landscaping, we choose poly pipe and fittings for their unmatched balance of performance, ease of installation, and long-term reliability. Whether you're looking to water your plants with precision or to create a stunning water feature, we ensure your project is supported by materials that are up to the task, enhancing both the functionality and beauty of your outdoor space.


Teammate Instructions

Team, here's how we handle poly pipe and fittings to ensure our installations are robust, efficient, and long-lasting:
Handling:
· Care: Poly is flexible but can still be damaged by sharp objects or excessive bending. Handle with care to avoid kinks or cuts.
· Storage: Store rolls lying flat or on edge, not stacked, to prevent deformation. Keep out of direct sunlight when possible to prevent degradation.
Cutting:
· Tools: Use a sharp utility knife or specialized poly pipe cutter for clean cuts. Avoid jagged edges to ensure good fitting connections.
· Square Cuts: Make sure cuts are square to prevent leaks at connections.

Fitting Types and Installation:
Barbed Fittings:
· Insertion: Warm the pipe end slightly with a hair dryer or similar if it's too cold or stiff, but be cautious not to melt it. Slide the pipe over the barbed fitting.
· Clamping: Use stainless steel clamps for a secure fit. Position clamps over the barbs, ensuring they're tight but not over-tightened to avoid crushing the pipe.
Compression Fittings:
· Assembly: No heating needed; simply insert the pipe into the fitting until it stops. Tighten the nut by hand, then use a wrench for a final turn to seal without damaging the pipe.
· Stiffeners: For some applications, insert a stiffener inside the poly pipe before fitting to prevent the pipe from collapsing under pressure.
Heat Fusion (Butt or Socket Fusion):
· Training: Ensure you're trained for this method. It involves heating both the pipe and fitting to melt them together for a permanent bond.
· Cleanliness: Keep surfaces clean; remove oxidation with a scraper before fusion.
· Parameters: Follow manufacturer's guidelines for temperature and time to ensure a strong joint.
Installation Tips:
· Layout: Plan the route to minimize fittings, using the pipe's flexibility to curve around obstacles.
· Pressure Testing: After installation, test the system with water at or near the maximum pressure it will see to check for leaks.
Maintenance:
· Inspection: Regularly check for any signs of damage, especially where the pipe is exposed or at connections.
· Repair: If a section is damaged, cut out the bad part and use a coupling to connect new sections of pipe.
General Safety:
· PPE: Gloves are advisable when handling poly to protect against sharp edges or tools.
· Sun Exposure: Be mindful of UV degradation; use UV-resistant poly for long-term above-ground applications or cover with mulch or soil.
Client Education:
· Care Tips: Inform clients about the durability of poly but also the need to monitor for physical damage or UV exposure in exposed areas.
· Maintenance: Explain how to check for leaks or damage, especially after extreme weather events.
Documentation:
· Notes: Record the type of poly used, fitting methods, and any special considerations for each project for future reference or maintenance.
Remember, poly pipe and fittings offer us versatility and reliability in our projects. Let's make sure every installation reflects our commitment to quality and longevity, ensuring our clients enjoy trouble-free landscapes.
