Evergreens
Public Description
At Brookstone Outdoors, our "Evergreens" category brings year-round beauty, structure, and functionality to your landscape with trees that retain their lush needles or leaves through every season. These steadfast trees, including pines, firs, spruces, and cedars, are the backbone of many outdoor designs, offering enduring greenery, privacy, and environmental benefits that enhance your property’s appeal and value.
Why Choose Evergreens:
· Year-Round Beauty: Evergreens provide consistent color and texture, ensuring your landscape remains vibrant even in the depths of winter. Their rich greens, blues, or silvers create a timeless backdrop for any garden style, from modern to rustic.
· Privacy and Screening: With their dense foliage, evergreens like arborvitae or Norway spruce form natural barriers, offering privacy, wind protection, or screening from unsightly views, making your outdoor space a secluded haven.
· Environmental Benefits: Evergreens improve air quality, reduce noise pollution, and provide year-round habitat for birds and wildlife. Their root systems also help prevent soil erosion, contributing to a sustainable landscape.
· Versatility: Available in a range of sizes and shapes—from towering pines to compact dwarf spruces—evergreens suit various applications, from focal points to hedges or foundation plantings.
Our Selection Process: We source our evergreens from trusted growers, ensuring they are healthy, vigorous, and well-suited to your local climate, soil, and sunlight conditions. Our selection includes:
· Tall Evergreens: Species like white pine or Douglas fir for dramatic height and windbreaks.
· Compact Evergreens: Dwarf varieties like mugo pine for smaller spaces, rock gardens, or containers.
· Native Evergreens: Options such as eastern red cedar to support local ecosystems and ensure adaptability.
· Color Variations: Blue spruces or golden cedars for unique visual impact.
Applications in Your Landscape:
· Focal Points: Plant a single, striking evergreen as a centerpiece to anchor your garden or lawn.
· Privacy Hedges: Create dense, evergreen screens along property lines or around patios for year-round seclusion.
· Windbreaks: Position taller evergreens to shield your property from harsh winds, reducing energy costs and protecting other plants.
· Foundation Plantings: Use low-growing evergreens to soften building edges or enhance entryways with consistent greenery.
Care and Support: At Brookstone Outdoors, we ensure your evergreens thrive with expert planting and care guidance. We advise on proper site selection, emphasizing well-draining soil and adequate sunlight, and provide planting techniques to establish strong roots. Our team offers tips on watering, mulching, and minimal pruning to maintain shape and health, as well as pest and disease management to protect against issues like needle cast or spider mites. For low-maintenance options, we recommend hardy varieties that flourish with minimal care.With Brookstone Outdoors, evergreens transform your landscape into a vibrant, year-round oasis that combines beauty, functionality, and sustainability. Whether you’re seeking a towering windbreak, a lush privacy screen, or a compact accent, our carefully curated evergreens deliver enduring charm and ecological value, making your outdoor space a timeless sanctuary.


Teammate Instructions

Team, here’s how we manage our "Evergreens" category to ensure these year-round trees thrive and enhance our clients’ landscapes with lasting beauty and functionality:
Selection:
· Site-Specific Choices: Select evergreens based on the client’s site conditions—sunlight (full sun for pines, partial shade for some cedars), soil type (well-draining preferred), drainage, and climate. Prioritize native or region-adapted species (e.g., eastern red cedar, white pine) for resilience and ecological benefits.
· Health Inspection: Before purchasing or planting, inspect evergreens for healthy needles/leaves, strong trunks, and robust root systems. Check for signs of pests (e.g., bagworms, spider mites), diseases (e.g., needle cast), or stress (e.g., browning needles).
Handling and Transport:
· Careful Handling: Handle evergreens carefully to avoid damaging needles, branches, or roots. Secure balled-and-burlapped (B&B), containerized, or bare-root trees during transport to prevent tipping or root exposure.
· Storage: If planting is delayed, store in a shaded, cool area, keeping roots moist (cover B&B or bare roots with mulch or burlap). Water containerized evergreens to prevent drying out.
Planting:
· Site Preparation: Clear the area of weeds, rocks, and debris. Test soil and amend with compost or organic matter if needed to improve drainage, as evergreens are prone to root rot in waterlogged soils.
· Hole Size: Dig holes 2-3 times wider than the root ball but no deeper to encourage lateral root growth. Slope the sides of the hole for easier root penetration.
· Planting Depth: Plant at the same depth as in the nursery, ensuring the root flare (where trunk meets roots) is at or slightly above soil level. For B&B trees, remove burlap and wire baskets partially or fully once positioned.
· Staking: Stake only if necessary (e.g., windy sites, top-heavy trees). Use flexible ties and remove stakes after 1-2 years to encourage strong trunk development.
Post-Planting Care:
· Watering: Water thoroughly after planting to settle soil and eliminate air pockets. Provide 1-2 inches of water weekly for the first season, using slow, deep watering to reach roots. Adjust based on weather and soil drainage.
· Mulching: Apply a 2-4 inch layer of organic mulch (e.g., wood chips, pine bark) in a wide ring around the tree, keeping it 2-3 inches from the trunk to prevent rot. Mulch retains moisture and regulates soil temperature.
· Fertilization: Avoid fertilizing at planting to prevent root burn. Apply a balanced, slow-release fertilizer in the second spring if growth is slow, based on soil test results.
Maintenance:
· Pruning: Prune minimally at planting to remove damaged or crossing branches. Perform light shaping in late winter or early spring, avoiding heavy pruning to preserve natural form. For pines, pinch new growth (candles) to control size.
· Pest and Disease Monitoring: Check for pests (e.g., spider mites, scale) and diseases (e.g., needle cast, root rot). Use Integrated Pest Management (IPM), prioritizing cultural controls like proper watering and improving air circulation over chemical treatments.
· Winter Care: Ensure adequate watering in late fall to prevent winter desiccation, especially for young evergreens. Protect from sunscald or windburn in cold climates with burlap wraps or anti-desiccant sprays.
Special Considerations:
· Needle Drop: Educate clients that some evergreens (e.g., pines) naturally shed older needles annually, which is not a sign of stress.
· Soil Sensitivity: Avoid planting in heavy clay or poorly drained soils, as evergreens like spruces or firs are susceptible to root issues in wet conditions.
· Spacing: Space according to mature size (e.g., 10-20 feet for large evergreens, 3-5 feet for dwarfs) to prevent overcrowding and ensure air circulation.
Client Education:
· Care Instructions: Provide clients with tailored care guides, including watering, minimal pruning, and seasonal maintenance specific to their evergreen types.
· Expectations: Explain that evergreens may take 2-3 seasons to fully establish but will provide year-round beauty. Share mature size and growth rate.
· Troubleshooting: Teach clients to recognize stress signs (e.g., browning needles, sparse growth) and remedies like adjusting watering, checking drainage, or consulting for pest issues.
Documentation:
· Tree Records: Document species, varieties, quantities, planting locations, and dates for each project. Include care notes and mature size for maintenance or warranty purposes.
· Photos: Take before-and-after photos to showcase the installation and for client records.
Post-Installation:
· Inspection: Check evergreens 1-2 weeks after planting for signs of stress (e.g., needle drop, browning). Address issues with additional watering, mulching, or corrective measures.
· Client Walkthrough: Review the installation with the client, explaining care routines, seasonal tasks (e.g., winter watering), and answering questions to ensure confidence in maintaining their evergreens.
At Brookstone Outdoors, our goal is to install evergreens that create enduring, vibrant landscapes with year-round appeal. Every evergreen we plant should reflect our commitment to quality, sustainability, and client satisfaction. Let’s ensure precision and care in every step to deliver thriving, beautiful evergreens!
